Dr. Vesa is honored to be an American citizen.
She is proud of her studies and accomplishments
that have provided her the opportunity to make a
difference in other people’s lives.
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Family, Faith
& A Call To Help Others
Dr. Telciane Vesa’s
humble beginnings lead
to a life of faith and
service to others.

Dr. Telciane Vesa has been practicing
medicine for almost 15 years. She received her
medical degree in Brazil and has gone through
an additional 6 years of training in the U.S.
She is board certified in Internal Medicine,
Gastroenterology, and Nutrition Support. She
completed her Gastroenterology and Hepatology
fellowship at Louisiana State University, and
trained in Neurogastroenterology and Motility at
the University of North Carolina. She is affiliated
with Memorial University Medical Center, St.
Joseph’s Hospital, and Candler Hospital.
Dr. Vesa was born in a small town surrounded
by the Amazon forest in northern Brazil. She is
thankful for the humble beginnings and influence
of the American missionaries known to that
region. She left her parent’s home at age 16 to
live and study at a large city on Brazil’s coast.
She was accepted to a renowned medical school
and completed her pre-clinical studies struggling
with little access to books and other materials. In
the late 1990s, she came across Dr. Donald and
Monica McCartney, who were providing medical
missionary work in her town. They saw her
potential and provided the much needed books and
supplies at a crucial time in her medical training.

“It was an OK, a confirmation from God that I was on the right
track.” Later, they mediated a one-month rotation at the Medical
College of Georgia. She is forever grateful for their continued
loving support and inspiration for the last almost 20 years.
Dr. Vesa has been happily married for 10 years to Anthony
Vesa, who works in Information Technology at Gulfstream.
They have two beautiful girls, Layla (3) and Anna Elise (18
months old), whom they enjoy spending time with by the
pool, community park, or with family friends on their farm.
Dr. Vesa loves to dance and her husband, who did not know
how to dance, secretly took Salsa lessons and surprised her by
taking her dancing on her birthday. She and her husband love to
travel; Tuscany, Italy is one of their favorite destinations. Her
favorite sport is soccer and her favorite restaurant in Savannah
is Elizabeth’s on 37th. One thing that you would never know
about Dr. Vesa is that she loves to go shooting. She has taken
self-defense with gun safety classes and takes pride in knowing
that she can protect herself in a bad situation.
Dr. Vesa and her family have moved several times throughout
the last 11 years for medical training and work. They lived in
Mississippi, Louisiana and Missouri, but they chose Savannah
as their home for the last two years. They intend to raise their
girls and eventually retire in the low country.

Dr. Vesa is honored to be an American citizen. She is proud
of her studies and accomplishments that have provided her
the opportunity to make a difference in other people’s lives.
As a result, she is able to support her mother and her brother
back home in Brazil. Her brother is currently following in her
footsteps and is in his last year of medical school.
Dr. Vesa’s father passed from gastric cancer just a few weeks
after her graduation from medical school. The diagnosis was
supposedly missed in spite of three endoscopies. She did not
want her patients to have to go through what she experienced.
She focuses her practice on quality care and preventative
procedures, including colonoscopies. She feels very passionate
about colon cancer screening.
There are three things Dr. Vesa cannot live without:
her Christian faith, her family, and her career as a
Gastroenterologist. She has learned that life presents many
challenges, “You have to work through those challenges and
never give up hope.” Her motto is to always be humble and give
back to those who are less fortunate. She had the opportunity
to participate in missionary work in Guatemala years ago, and
wishes to periodically return to Guatemala and Brazil for that
purpose. Until that becomes possible, she will continue to fulfill
her mission locally providing care for patients here in Savannah.
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